
 

Mary Mother of the Church Parish Council 

September 22, 2022 Minutes 

 

Attendance: Dave Baranowski, Fr. Chuck Barthel, Kim Blackford, Andria Benmuvhar, Matt Clancy, Cheryl Degenhart, 

Mark Fuller, Sandy Hacker, Steve Maurer, Vitoria Ramos, Jeanne Rothermel, Lois Scully 

Absent: Mary Gudinas, Deacon Randy Howe, Lisa Roseland 

 

Review August Meeting Minutes:Approved 

 

Follow-Up Discussion 

“All Things New” Update: October 11 the leadership teams from Planning Area 5 are meeting for the presentation and 

will be asked for feedback.  Listening sessions are Nov. 8 & 10 at Mary Mother.  Information with significant data to 

review is on the website.  People are encouraged to sign up and read the available material ahead of time.  The goal of 

these sessions is first to listen to what is shared and then to contribute to it with questions of clarification and 

observations.  These sessions will not be recorded or livestreamed.  The people who attend on Tuesday should not share 

with those who attend on Thursday so that people can hear it on their own.  After there will be two months to respond via 

surveys.  Attendance and feedback via surveys are vital to have a voice because nothing has been set.  The plans are not 

going to present which buildings or campuses will be open/closed. 

 

9/6 – New Parishioner Dinner did not happen.  Will try again in February with a different means of invitation 

 

9/24 Peace & Justice Commission Dinner:  Lots of people RSVP’d.  Over 100 people signed up.  There are 

informational posters in the parish hall.  Continuing to present through an immigrant lens and sharing with the parish the 

rest of the month of September.  

 

Annual Parish Ministry Leader Meeting – Fall 2022: Saturday, Sept. 17.  It went well and was a good opportunity to 

meet people in the parish.  More people came than signed up.  The goal was to help people become disciple-makers and 

continue to spread the faith.   

 

Becky’s Books:  Announcements have been in the bulletin.  Books collected will go to the food pantry (see below) 

Jackie Wilson Monthly Updates.  

 

New Business: 

2023 Parish Council Elections Lisa will oversee this process: What Positions are up? Missionary discipleship, Christian 

Formation, Vice Chairperson, Youth and Ad Finance 

 

Ad Finance Chair—Mary Gudinas has resigned her position.  Looking for a way to get someone to take over the position.  

By-laws state that if someone resigns the first option is to go to the last election and ask the person who had the most 

votes.  If all say no, the leaders of the PC can appoint someone.   Eight months remain in her term.   The person who fills 

in for the remainder of the term, will not serve beyond the term.   

  

Commission Reports: 

 

Ad/Fin 

• SLAF rates are still low. No major projects at this time 1st of our CD’s matured in July. Rate changed from 2.00 

to 1.75 At end of August, we had an operating gain of $10,119.59  

• Unclaimed property:  received a check for $85.04 in July from “Abandoned fund”  

• Beyond Sunday : Sept distribution is $358 – The March 2023 distribution will be the final one and is anticipated 

to be around $80. 

• Receive the Federal employee retention credit? No, because we are a religious organization we do not qualify 

• Major expenses:  

o Water service line failed. Wachter did the repair.  The PVC pipe used for the recent repair actually split. 

Previous repair was to code. Wachter has the failed part. Code now requires they install a concrete 

structure surrounding the joint for support. Quilters offered to offset the repair of our water line.  Rod 

asked if cost for water line repair would be covered by insurance – we’d only have to pay deductible 



($2,500)  Ann will check, and file a claim if it is covered / will also reach out to MO American to see if 

they will adjust bill and if we can avoid increased MSD bill  

o HVAC at Annex – Mertens will be out to see why AC is not working (suddenly) – they were out about a 

week or so ago doing semi-annual maintenance... Annex HVAC was installed in 2014 2. Don - Offertory 

Trends  

• July was good / August was not very good / nor was last Sunday (September) Offertory envelopes are soft.  If 

people are now contributing via RMD’s, is that a reason that we are doing OK? Increasingly, our older 

parishioners are donating thru their IRAs as Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) rather than using 

envelopes.  Market issue also??? RMDs for next year will be lower, as they are based on this year’s ending 

balances 

• ACA #’s  

o Our goal was $82,685  

o Our challenge goal was $98,867  

o We collected pledges totaling $103,892 (this will be our challenge goal next yr)  

o About 30% of parish households participate  

• Answer to Don’s Questions about Envelopes & Mass attendance . Father provided church attendance numbers 

since January 2021. Attendance is stronger now than in the past, so this does not appear to be the reason offertory 

is soft. Father asked if anyone here anything about the annual report, especially the financials? No one has heard 

any comments. Some commission members had not yet received their report in the mail – but most had. It will 

run in this week’s bulletin as well. 

 

Christian Service—Mark Fuller 

• Sr. Leonette Juengst gave a presentation and led discussion regarding The Housing Partnership.  The Housing 

Partnership is a 503© non for profit.  Sr. is on the Board of Directors, and is present in the Lemay, Mehlville and 

Affton areas.  She spoke about the different ways in which the partnership gives service, and invited Commission 

Members and the parish to consider being part of the effort.  She gave examples of the projects that the 

partnership is involved in:  clean up projects, housing.  She recommended that, if the Commission/Parish 

considers this, that we “start out small”, possibly with the parish sponsoring a day.  We did some brainstorming 

around this.  Sr. mentioned that, if there is the opportunity to engage the youth, there are already examples of 

Teenager Service Clubs, especially in some high schools. 

• New service by Becky McDonnell regarding collection of used Children’s Books.  Becky was not at the meeting;  

here is the bulletin announcement from the September 11 weekend: The St. Anthony of Padua Food Pantry is in 

need of Children’s books for “Reading Together” Program.  Reading is such a vital educational tool.  Becky 

McDonnell is collecting gently used children’s books on an ongoing basis for the clients of the St. Anthony of 

Padua Food Pantry.  They need soft and board books for babies and toddlers, story/picture books, early readers, 

and early chapter books.  Spanish books are also needed. Please place books in the designated baskets in the 

vestibule and on the bookshelves outside the church office.  If you have any questions or are donating a large 

quantity, please call Becky McDonnell at 314-236-1421. 

• Susan Buerkle (CRS):  Susan reported that there is legislative action regarding a Farm Bill.  This is significant 

because this will provide funding for Catholic Relief Services (CRS). 

• Mike Jarvis (Sandwich Shoppe):  Mike reported that there are 3 women who make dressing twice a month for 

the Sandwich Shoppe (part of the St. Anthony of Padua Food Pantry). They (parishioners who make this dressing) 

are in need of plastic containers  with lids for the food pantry (18 to 50 oz, e.g. butter, cottage cheese, cool whip, 

etc.).  Place donations in marked baskets on the bookshelves outside the church office until September 26th. 

• Jeanette Sloan (Funeral Luncheons):  We have been very busy with funeral luncheons lately. Busy, but 

everything has been running smoothly.  We have a fantastic group of volunteers that make work seem easy! 

• Patricia Tobin (Bridge Bread):  October will mark the 4th anniversary of Bridge Bread at the parish.  This is a 

very successful endeavor and provides much for the people it serves.  Pat stated that she can always use more 

volunteers to help on the 2nd weekend of the month. 

 

Health--Matt Clancy 

• Blood Drive – Thursday, September 22nd – 2 – 6:45pm. We were successful in signing up additional doners this 

past weekend after mass. At the Blood Drive we will also have nacho and cheese available. We just need 

additional help from 5 to 7pm to help with the refreshment bar.  

• GriefShare – Monday, September 12th – This week was the 2nd session. We had 8 people attend with 2 of them 

being from MMOC.  



• Mass of Remembrance – November 5th at 8:30am – Michele will work on getting the invitations out early in 

October. At our next meeting we will have a fruit signup list available for the breakfast.  

• Emergency Preparedness – Mary Scalzo updated all of the PSR Emergency Preparedness classroom bags. The 

emergency drills with the PSR students will be October 10th and 12th.  

• Hospitality Ministry Presentation – HM and Mass Coordinators got together to go over medical issues. Michele 

showed them how to use the AED and what to do in the case of an emergency. 

• Walgreens Influenza clinic in Parish Hall – Sunday, October 2nd 10:00am to 1:00pm. There are 20 high doses 

and 9 regular doses flu shots available. If anyone else would like to sign up for the flu shot the form will have to 

be turned in by Monday September 26th.  

• Good Samaritan Driver Ministry – There were no rides provided this past month. 

 

Liturgy—Sandy Hacker 

• Planning Teams: Leslie Najjar will lead a team for the October liturgies. Nate requested that teams be in place & 

ready for planning 2-3 months ahead of time. 

• Director of Liturgy: Nate will mention an invitation to join all MMOC choirs at the weekend masses of 

September 24 & 25 including calls for cantors and instrumentalists. The choir will be singing at the 9 am mass on 

09/25/22 – Peace & Justice. 

• Servers: First weekend in October there will be recruitment from the pulpit for servers. 

• Hospitality Ministers: September 13, 2022 will be a workshop for all Hospitality Ministers and Mass Monitors. 

• Mass Monitors: Ron Werner is currently working on a typed set of instructions for all Mass Monitors and hopes 

to have it completed very soon. Father Chuck asked Ron to please teach all Mass Monitors how to set the lights 

and work the sound system., at the workshop. 

• Art & Environment: Request for banners to be changed; may use the Jubilee banners for a while. 

• Regarding Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions – Father Chuck heard from Father Rodney at St. Alphonsus 

Liguori Rock Church that they have Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions posted on You Tube.  It can be found by 

searching for St. Alphonsus Liguori Rock Church St. Louis and then looking for Our Mother of Perpetual Help.  

Father Chuck asked the liturgy commission to look at this and review and be prepared to discuss at our next 

meeting.   

 

Missionary Discipleship—Jeanne Rothermel 

• Recruiting new members for the Stewardship Committee. Next to rotate off include Dave (February 2023), Randy 

(February 2023) and Jeanne (June 2023). - Dave said he will rotate off in February. Bruce will resend the 2019 

Spiritual Gifts Inventory which can be used as a source for possible future members.  

• Further discussion on the thank you notes to those who attended the first two Welcome Dinners. - The Committee 

decided too much time has passed since the dinners and we will pick this up again following the next dinner.  

• The Committee offered to help with the January 2023 Donut Sunday to coincide with our Stewardship Lay 

Speaker. Bruce sent the idea to Lois, and she will let us know.  

• The “Ambassadors” program. – Jeanne will pick up note cards, welcome packets and magnets from the office that 

have been used previously and bring them to the September meeting. Jeanne will also provide a sample script that 

can be used when making calls.  

• Parish Map Bruce picked up the map from Wendy and the Committee put sticky notes on the map. The 

Committee members are well spread out across the map. Bruce is going to ask Jim Yamnitz for the list of 

parishioners who previously made phone calls. At our September meeting we will put sticky notes for these 

people on the map to see that coverage. Our intent is to see if it would be worthwhile to reach out to these 

parishioners to determine willingness to help if we move forward using the map in our outreach to less than 

involved parishioners.  

• Continue discussion for the next New Parishioner Dinner on Friday, September 9th . The Committee decided we 

need a minimum of 6 respondents to attend to make it worthwhile.  A decision to hold or cancel and defer to 

February 2023 will be made by Tuesday, 8/30.  

• Discuss the MMOC Discipleship Workshop – 9/17/22 (Saturday). Mass at 8:30am with Workshop 9:00 – Noon. 

• Lay Speaker for January 2023” Andy Dapron has tentatively agreed to be our speaker.  

• Stewardship Evening with Archbishop Rozanski – 10/20/22 (Thursday) from 7:00 – 9:00pm at the Cardinal Rigali 

Center. - Give Dave names of those who plan to attend. 

 

 



Social Commission—Lois Scully 

• October 9  Pasta Dinner 

• October 13  Sensational Seniors Mo. Botanical Gardens Excursion and Lunch 

• October 15 Trunk or Treat 

• October 16 Donut Sunday 

• October 28 Bunco 

• Game Night for Adults (October 7) has been postponed (tentatively until Novemb 

 

Faith Formation – Cheryl 

• PSR Open House/Ice Cream Social was Sunday, September 11 after the 11:00 am Mass.  About ½ of the PSR 

families attended. 

• As of 9/20/22, we have 99 children enrolled in PSR.  Five students (3 families) have not enrolled that attended 

PSR last year. Fourteen 2nd grade students are preparing for First Reconciliation and First Communion, and nine 

8th grade students are preparing for Confirmation this school year.  8th grade students are meeting on Thursday 

afternoons rather than Monday or Wednesday nights.  

• PSR will be focusing on 2 services again this year – Spiritual Adoption and Box of Joy. 

o Spiritual Adoption is a short prayer said for a baby and his/her parents who are experiencing a crisis 

pregnancy.  When the children attend PSR each week, their class will say a short prayer for a baby and 

his/her parents.  In April, we will have a baby shower for Birthright of Hillsboro. 

o The Box of Joy ministry is an annual Christmas gift ministry facilitated by Cross Catholic Outreach.  

From now until October 19, the children will bring in small gifts to pack in the boxes.  By packing Boxes 

of Joy with toys and other gifts, our PSR program will have the opportunity to bless children suffering 

from extreme poverty by sharing the joy of Christmas and planting seeds of hope.  

• First Reconciliation Parent Workshop will be during PSR on Monday, September 26 (Part 1) and Monday, 

October 3 (Part 2) in the Parish Hall.  At this workshop, parents will be provided with some necessary information 

and material to insure their children are adequately prepared for the Sacrament of Reconciliation on January 17.    

• Safety Drills and Safe Touch program will be presented to the children in October.  The Archdiocesan Child 

Safety Committee has developed a school-based curriculum that contains practical, helpful information to help 

children protect themselves from dangers that exist today. The objective of this curriculum is to teach our children 

self-protection skills.  Children will learn body safety rules in an age-appropriate and non-threatening manner 

along with internet safety. 

• Our first PSR Family Night is October 17/19.  Students and their families will join us in the parish hall where we 

will pray the Living Rosary, then enjoy some ice cream and socialization. 

• There will also be an Advent and Lenten family night.  PSR will end with a social again this year. 

• Since Halloween is on a Monday, we will not have PSR that week. 

Chair Comments – Steve 

Pastor Comments – Fr. Chuck 

• MMOC ACA Goal was made  Goal=82,600 challenge goal = 98,867  Actual pledges = 103,892  313—30% cards 

returned.  39 new donors.  The Diocese=16.8 million   

• Check—did you see the parish report that was mailed out?   

What’s the Buzz in the Neighborhood? 

 

Closing Prayer: 

-  September – Mark  

-  October --  Sandy 

- November -  Kim  

 

 

Next Meeting – 10/27/22   from 7 - 9 pm in Rooms 1 & 2 

 


